
Pastor’s Message- December, 2016 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 According to the dictionary the word name means “a word or set of words by 

which a person is known, addressed, or referred to“ and which, at least in days gone 

by, reflected a person’s character, place of origin, occupation, family ancestry, and 

the like.   

 

 And while William Shakespeare had this to say about names: "What's in a 

name? That which we call a rose 

By any other name would smell as sweet"; i.e., names don’t really matter and that all 

you need to know is who or what something is and not what it is named.  The fact of 

the matter is that names are important. 

 

Why, for instance, is it the case in our society at this time of year that the proper 

thing to do is to wish someone “Happy Holidays” rather than the now unacceptable 

“Merry Christmas”?  Yes, it’s because of the name – the name of Christ.  Never 

mind, of course, that the world in its ignorance has forgotten that the name or word 

holidays means “holy days”; that is, the days celebrating the birth of the holy Child of 

Bethlehem. 

 

Then, too, while the old adage says:  “Sticks and stones may break my bones, 

but words (that is, names) will never hurt me”; such, of course, is not exactly true.  

Think for a moment of all the disparaging and degrading and demeaning names that 

people spew out of their mouths at one another . . . and the terrible results and 

effects of those names.   

 



It is not without reason, therefore, that God has a few things to say about how we 

are to regard and use His name.  Like, what He says in the Second Commandment 

about “not misusing the name of the Lord your God” (Exodus 20:7); but, rather, as 

the catechism says:  “to call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks.”  

Or, as He tells us to pray in the very First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed be 

Thy name” (Matthew 6:9); and, as the catechism goes on to remind us:  “anyone 

who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God.”  Or, as He 

tells us how we who are by nature sinners become His dear children who now bear 

His name:  “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).  

 

Yes, the holy name of God in which and by which He has revealed and made 

known to us His essence, His character, His attributes, His works – so many that 

one name simply will not do; and so, in the Bible we come across nearly a 1,000 

different names or titles of God.  

 

And that is what we will be focusing upon throughout this season of Christmas (I 

mean, these holidays!):  three names of the Promised Messiah from the pen of 

Isaiah the prophet in our Wednesday evening Advent services (Wonderful 

Counselor, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace); seven names of the coming 

Promised One in our special Advent Service of Lessons & Carols on December 21st 

and which will feature the “O Antiphons”; the name Christ the Lord announced by the 

angels to the shepherds and to us on Christmas Eve and given to us on Christmas 

Day; the name Jesus, that is, “the Lord saves” or “Saviour,” which was given to Him 

at the time of His circumcision which we will observe on Sunday, January 1st; and the 

name King of the Jews as confessed by the wise men on Epiphany, January 6th. 

 

What’s in a name?  Why, plenty . . . at least when it comes to the holy name of 

Jesus; for as St. Peter declares:  “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 



other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 

4:12).  Or, as St. Paul exclaims: “God has bestowed on Him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus very knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). 

 

And what does all this mean for you . . . yes, for your name?  Just this: that I, 

(your name), would gather often with others in the house that bears His name to 

praise His holy name; that I, (your name), would pray more fervently in His name; 

that I, (your name), would serve others in their needs in His name just as He serves 

me; that I, (your name), would forgive those who sin against me in His name just as 

He forgives me.   

 

In the Name of Jesus, 

 

Pastor Teuscher 

 

 

From The Pen Of Martin Luther:  "Oh, we poor people, to be so cold and sluggish in 

the face of the great joy that has clearly been prepared for us!  This great blessing 

exceeds by far all the other works of creation; and yet our faith in it is found to be so 

weak, although it is preached and sung to us by angels, who are heavenly theologians 

and who were so glad for our sake.  Their song is very beautiful and describes the 

entire Christian religion.  For giving glory to God in the highest heaven is the supreme 

worship.  This they wish and bring us in the Christ Child." 

 

 


